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might be expected, or where he acts under compulsion of
unusual drives, interests, or emotional pressures.2 She sug-
gests questions to guide one in interpreting children's be-
havior, and gives clues for estimating the child's degree of
maturity.3
A form of observation and subjective evaluation used fre-
quently with children under four years of age is time-sampling.
In this procedure, behavior is observed and recorded during
specific time intervals, notations being kept over a period of
days, weeks, or longer, and then interpreted. Time-samplings
are recorded while the action is taking place, and evaluated at
the close of the series. Several persons may take samplings of
behavior at the same time, and pool their judgments of the
evidence obtained. Such things as attitudes, initiative, co-
operation, persistence, dependability, aggressiveness, and the
length of time the child takes to react to a situation are evalu-
ated by this method.4
The anecdotal record, a form of observation comparable to
the time-sampling of behavior, is used to record progress of
the older elementary pupil. It is a written, objective account
of what a pupil does, especially when he is free to determine
his own action. As techniques for collecting and summariz-
ing the data are being simplified, their use is increasing in
schools interested in noting pupils' improved behavior rather
than grading them only on subject matter learned. To be of
value the anecdote must be a very objective statement of
what happens, and include all elements in the situation
needed to interpret the incident. There are three forms of
anecdote commonly used: (1) a word picture of the pupil in
action, with no accompanying comments; (2) a record of
action with an interpretation; (3) a statement of what oc-
curred and a comparison made of the pupil's present and
2 Gertrude P. Driscoll, How to Study the Behavior of Children, pp. 27-29.
•Ibid., pp. 30-64.
4 J. Wayne Wrightstone, 'Techniques for Measuring Newer Values in Edu-
cation/' Journal of Educational Research, 35:7:522, March, 1942.

